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5 While the trend in Canada, Sweden, Norway &amp; Great Britain was similar, albeit not as pronounced, the
reverse was true in, among others,Finland, Israel,Netherlands, Switzerland &amp; Spain.
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able to express themselves in English although one wonders who made up the signs
they carried “Refugees need help they don’t need to be put down’ &amp; “Making fun of our
religious beliefs”. Instead of helping the Syrian refugees find work in places where they
could mix with Canadians, the government is dealing with them in ways that enable them
to mentally remain in Syria (which, however, in many cases may be the right thing to do
if, as is the case for many unattached young men, they expect/want to go back home in
due course). But compare that to the case of the young man &amp; woman refugees that I
helped flee for their lives from Balochistan (likely the most unpleasant of Pakistan’s five
province to live in); when they came here in 2015 (about the same time as the Saint
John Syrians) neither the man, Lateef Johar, nor the woman, Karima Baloch, spoke a
word of English. Now Lateef speaks English fluently, has completed his Grade 12
education at night school, &amp; plans to attend York University, while Karima recently
addressed a community event in flawless English. This was the result of me, as their
‘uncle’, having set three ground rules for them : No ethnic radio or TV in their home,
listen to the CBC morning news &amp; to light rock on other stations &amp; read a daily
newspaper. My approach worked &amp; the government’s politically correct one didn’t. QED.

As a one-time immigrant myself, I couldn’t agree more; if newcomers don’t want to work at
integrating into our culture, they should feel free to go back to where they came from or to a
third, for them more congenial, country.
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